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CONCEPT NOTE 

This year is the 100th anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore’s visit to 

China in 1924. This visit is of great historical significance and is a 

landmark in India-China relations. Tagore reached China on April 12, 

1924 on the invitation of the Beijing Lecture Association and was 

received warmly by Liang Qichao, one of China’s foremost intellectuals 

of the time, as well as his young hosts and interpreters, Lin Huiyin and 

Xu Zhimo.  

Tagore’s works and his visit had a big impact on modern Chinese 

literature. Poets like Bing Xin and Xu Zhimo were very much influenced 

by his style. Tagore’s works played a major role in shaping the life and 

thought of Guo Moruo at one stage. Parallel to this literary exchange 

was an artistic exchange. Tagore was accompanied by the artist Nandalal 

Bose who incorporated Chinese styles in his works. One of China’s 

foremost modern artists, Xu Beihong visited Santiniketan and stayed in 

India for about a year. To this date Tagore remains an extremely popular 

figure in China.  

We live in times of a changing world order where the domination of the 

international order by the West is under decline and a multipolar world 

is emerging leading to a global process of democratic restructuring of 

power relations at all levels. That was a vision that Tagore and his 

contemporaries in India and China wished their people to pursue jointly 

in their struggle for freedom. India and China are poised to become the 

two largest economies by 2050 and there is also a global recognition of 

the phenomenon of the rise of Asia. The relationship between India and 

China will be important, not just for their own people, but for the future 

of humanity as such. Tagore was persistent in building cultural links 

among Asian nations throughout his life and Visva-Bharati University is 

a monument of that enterprise.  



During the past several decades India and China have gone through 

phases of mutual understanding as well as periods of tension and 

conflict. After a phase of evolving normalisation and exchanges the two 

countries are again facing a period of tense relations. As a result, at 

present both the countries have more contact with the West than they 

have with each other. It is therefore essential that India and China 

continue to open channels of exchange unmediated by the West. Both 

countries are engaged in building modern nations on the foundations of 

their great civilisations to fulfil the aspirations of their people; they have 

many common challenges and have similar perspectives on many global 

issues. At this historical juncture the Tagore legacy inspires people of 

both countries to start a new phase of exchanges and dialogues. Tagore 

believed that the basis for friendship between India and China would not 

be the intellectuals alone, but would involve the ordinary men and 

women of the two countries. Tagore’s ideas continue to be of great 

relevance and the centenary of his visit gives us the opportunity to 

revisit his thought. It is hoped that the people of India and China will 

contribute towards ushering in a new era based on principles of peace, 

justice and equity and join hands in celebrating the beauty of nature.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Proposed Program 

We propose to organize a one-day event on September 24, 2024, open to 

the public, with the following components.  

Inauguration of Photo Exhibition (10:00 am): A photo exhibition with 

photographs of Tagore’s visit to China, subsequent cultural and artistic 

connections between the two countries, Tan Yun Shan and Cheena 

Bhavan, will be inaugurated.  

International Conference (10:30 am – 5:00 pm): Presentations and 

panel discussions (open to the public) that will discuss the significance 

of Tagore’s visit to China, cultural interactions and civilizational 

connections between India and China and the possibility of peace and 

cooperation in future.  

Cultural Program (6:30 pm - 8.00 pm): Cultural performances 

including music, dance and theatre based on Tagore’s works.  

 


